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Rosary on the Coast 
for Faith, Life and Peace in the British Isles 

 

Sunday 29 April 2018 at 3.00pm 
 

Briefing Document as of February 13th 2018 
 

https://facebook.com/rosaryonthecoast/ 

www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk 

Email: admin@rosaryonthecoast.co.uk 

Website with interactive Map in process of being launched on March 1st – Feast of St. David 

 
The Event 
This is a day of Pilgrimage and Prayer for the re-flourishing of our Faith, for the 
grace to build a culture of Life and for true Peace to reign in the hearts of all peoples 
& Nations.  
 
The Inspiration 
Recently the faithful of Poland and Ireland have responded to what they sense as a 
movement of the Holy Spirit to gather around the coasts of their nations and pray to 
Jesus, the Divine Mercy, for a renewal of faith and respect for human life through the 
powerful intercession of Our Lady of the Rosary.  Having witnessed this, a number 
of the lay faithful in the British Isles - England, Scotland, Wales and their isles - have 
felt the same inspiration and urge to respond.   
 
They are hoping for us to have our own national Rosary on the Coast for Faith, Life and 
Peace in the British Isles and are calling their brothers and sisters to such a day of 
Prayer and Pilgrimage on Sunday 29 April 2018 at 3pm, fifth Sunday of Easter.   

https://facebook.com/rosaryonthecoast/
http://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/
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The Context of Prayer for the Sanctity of the Human Person 
In our country 2017 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Abortion Act, which came 
into effect on 27 April 1968, and which has overseen the killing of nearly nine million 
unborn children.  Marking this anniversary Lord Alton identified our country, half a 
century on, as ‘the geopolitical epicentre of the culture of death’ in our times.   Yet the 
consciousness of our citizens is in denial, unable to fathom and grasp the enormity of 
this wound to our society.  
 
So our people worry and watch on before the unchecked moral decline of our society 
amid an all too real Gospel context of threats of wars, terrorist attacks and natural 
disasters.  It arouses in them a new urgency to find some higher, more supernatural 
response, one that will adequately engage and overcome the dark strongholds of our 
world.   Our faith invites us not to be blind to the reality of evil and the spirit of 
Satan that often lurks behind geo-political problems, seeking to hold humanity in his 
primordial bondage.   
 
In the Light of Scripture  
The books of Joshua1 and Daniel2 help us understand the spiritual context of what 
we are about, and offer us some lessons in the shape of a faith-filled response.  God’s 
people are to pray to Him to bring down the strongholds of evil, that the walls of 
hatred of sin and division, of disunity in families, communities and among nations 
might come tumbling down.   
 
The Lord gives us every encouragement to adopt this path:  If my people who bear my 
name humble themselves, and pray and seek my presence and turn from their wicked ways, I 
myself will hear from heaven and forgive their sins and restore their land3.    
 
From the Cross Jesus gave us His Mother, Mary, as the Mother of the Church, to 
intercede before the throne of God for us, His People, who undertake such missions 
of prayer, penance and reparation, for our own sins and for the sins of the world, for 
our countries and their islands.  This mission will include a call to the Sacrament of 
Confession. 
 
The Rosary has been given to us as a powerful weapon to fight the darkness of our 
times and to pray for Peace in our world.  The saints have called Our Lady the terror 
of the demons, and Jesus, Our Lord and Saviour, has entrusted each person and our 
world to Her Motherly care. Our faith teaches us that it is through the supernatural 
movement of grace and prayer, invoking the powerful intercession of Our Lady, that 

                                                           
1 Chapter 6 
2 Chapter 9 

3 2 Chronicles 7v14 
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evil is brought down, and goodness & peace seem to be restored among peoples and 
nations.  
 
A Time for Prayer   
Jesus taught His disciples that some evils can be cast out only by prayer and fasting. 
Today’s evils are no different and this National Day of Prayer through Rosary on the 
Coast can provide a privileged moment for moving and gathering the faithful 
throughout the Church in England, Wales and Scotland to such means of ridding 
ourselves of the present threats to faith, the dignity of the human person and to 
peace. It is a call to prayer in intercession for peace, for the conversion of our isles 
and for a re-flourishing of our Faith, so that God’s Commandments can be honoured 
and upheld and that all human life can be respected from conception to natural 
death. 
 
National Preparations  
Feast of St. David, Patron Saint of Wales – 1 March: Launch of the Rosary on the 
Coast for Faith, Life and Peace in the British Isles. This will commence a period of 
prayer and publicity through media and social media.   
 
Feast of St. Joseph, 19 March: Beginning of Forty Days of Spiritual Preparation 
under the Protection of St. Joseph, ending on 27 April, the day of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Abortion Act coming into effect, for a day of intense reparation, 
prayer and sacrifice for the tragedy of its passing and implementation.  
 
28 April: Twenty-four hours of spiritual and practical preparation for the Rosary on 
the Coast of the British Isles. Everyone is invited to consider going to the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation as preparation.  
 
Lent and the Easter Season: Are part of this preparation time and will enhance 
individual preparations of all participants. Although liturgically 29 April is the fifth 
Sunday of Easter, it falls on the usual Memorial of St. Catherine of Siena, prophetess, 
intercessor for the Church and spiritual advisor to Popes and clergy alike. 
 
Including the Whole People of God 
This is for all lay faithful, bishops, priests, religious, deacons and consecrated to 
choose areas along the coasts of Wales, England, Scotland, the Orkney and Shetland 
Islands, the Isle of Man, the Inner and Outer Hebrides, the Isle of Wight, the Scilly 
Islands, Lundy Island, the Channel Islands and many other smaller islands, to where 
they will travel and pray. 
 
Lay Groups and Associations, like prayer groups, diocesan groups, Christian 
groups and intercessors are waiting for a call to prayer and spiritual arms. The 
blessing of the Bishops of our Church across the British Isles will give strength to 
this movement of the Holy Spirit. The Saints and Martyrs of Wales, England and 
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Scotland will intercede for us in Heaven.  For ‘the Church in The British Isles will 
only begin to grow when She begins to again venerate Her own Saints’.4   
 
 
How it will be done 
Jesus said: Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.5  We will surround the coasts of our Isles with prayer and encircle them with a 
Living Rosary for Life, Faith and Peace at 3pm. At the same hour those in inland 
locations will gather at their Cathedrals, Churches and Shrines.   Designated local 
leaders will be points of contact to coordinate the coastal locations where people will 
gather.  A national list will be available online.  The ocean of God’s Mercy is sure to 
descend upon us when Jesus, Our Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and all the saints gaze 
upon the British Isles and see our faith and prayer! 
 
This mission is being prepared in the year of the Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool 7-
9 September and it is hoped it will assist its spiritual preparation.  Mgr. John 
Armitage, the Rector of Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham sees Rosary on the Coast 
as part of the spiritual preparations for the Dowry of Mary Tour.  In Scotland the 
Church celebrates the centenary of the Education (Scotland) Act 1918 and the 
partnership between the State and the Church in the provision of Catholic 
Education.   

 
Contacts: 
Core Group Coordinator - England 
Contact: Antonia Moffat   – antonia@walsingham.org.uk   
Core Group Coordinator - Scotland 
Contact: Anne Collins - anna__maria_26@hotmail.com 
 

                                                           
4 Saint Arsenios of Paros †1877 

5 Matt 18: 20 
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